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Lesson Plan One 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                              Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                      

Content: 
• In this lesson students will begin to explore the importance of sustainable 

management of the environment and how it impacts the future of Canada. 
This lesson will act as a foundation for proceeding lessons and will help 
the teacher gain an understanding of the knowledge students already 
have about this topic. 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Direct instruction 

through questioning 
• Interactive 

instruction through 
discussion 

• Experimental 
learning through 
observations 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.1- Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to 

Canada’s future. 

Indicators: 
·      a. Differentiate between 

renewable resources (e.g., 
forests, fish, water) and 
non-renewable resources 
(e.g., oil, minerals). 

Cross Curricula Competencies: 
• Developing thinking 
• Developing literacies 
• Developing social responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will bring their background knowledge about renewable and nonrenewable resources and 

then begin to build upon it 

Adaptive Dimension: 
• If students are having trouble at first with coming up with a list of renewable and nonrenewable 

resources, it can be transformed into a small group or whole class activity 
 

Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Have four large pieces of paper with renewable and nonrenewable written on them and hang 2 on the 

board, and 2 on walls across from eachother 
• Have the desks arranged in a way that will allow students to work with a partner 
• Have access to a computer and overhead 
• Have access to computers or tablets for each student 

Set: 
• Clear the an area and have students stand together in the middle of the 

class 
• Do not explain why the activity is taking place 
• Tell students that you will read off a list of resources and they must do 

their best to identify if it is renewable or nonrenewable by standing under 
the correct sign placed on the wall 

• Once students have chosen a side, have a few students explain their 
reasoning behind it 

• Work through the list 
Development: 

• Next, set this lesson will allow students to reflect on the knowledge that 

Classroom Engagement/ 
Classroom Management 
Strategies: 

• Ensure that 
students are 
working quietly and 
efficiently 

• As students work, 
circulate and 
prompt students 
with questions and 
provide any 



students have about renewable and nonrenewable resources in a Think, 
Pair, Share discussion 

• First, students will brainstorm by themselves a list of both renewable and 
nonrenewable resource 

• Following this, students will work with a partner to combine their lists and 
think of more resources 

• Lastly, a class discussion will take place as we create a class list of all of 
the renewable and nonrenewable resources that students come into the 
classroom with already 

• Work as a class to then define exactly what renewable and a 
nonrenewable resources are 

• Move into giving students the tools in order to understand renewable and 
nonrenewable resources 

• Discuss: 
o   Natural Resources- anything people can use which comes from 

nature. People do not make natural resources, but gather them 
from the earth 

o   Renewable resource- a renewable resource grows again or comes 
back again after we use it 

o   Nonrenewable resource- a resource that does not grow or come 
back, or a resource that would take a very long time to come back. 

• Prompt students with many questions in order for them to understand this 
topic 

Closure: 
• Introduce sorting natural resources game through the tablets 
• https://www.brainpop.com/games/sortifynaturalresources/ 
• Give students ample time to explore this game and sort the many 

resources into categories 
• An additional renewable and nonrenewable resource handout is attached. 

This allows students to cut and past the resources in the proper column 
and can be used for assessment in further lessons 

clarifications 
necessary 

• Allow all students 
to share their 
answers 

• Ensure all students 
have an 
understanding of 
each concept 
before moving on 

• Thumbs up if you 
understand 

• Raise your hand if 
you have a 
question 

• Give all students a 
chance to explore 
these resources 

Assessment: 
• Assessment will be done through observation as students work and create their lists of resources 
• The sorting game can then be transformed into an online quiz through the tablets and taken in for 

grading in order to see students understanding 
• The Handout can also be taken in for assessment 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
 

Lesson Plan Two 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                               Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                     

Content: 
• This lesson will build upon the previous lesson and 

allow students to independently explore the 
renewable and nonrenewable resources around 
them 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Interactive instruction through discussion 
• Experimental learning through 

observations 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.1- Explain the importance of sustainable management 

of the environment to Canada’s future. 

Indicators: 
·      a. Differentiate between renewable resources 

(e.g., forests, fish, water) and non-renewable 
resources (e.g., oil, minerals). 

Cross Curricular Competencies: 
• Developing thinking 
• Developing Identity and Interdependence 
• Developing literacies 
• Developing social responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will bring their background knowledge about renewable and nonrenewable resources and 

then begin to build upon it 
• Students will then apply what they have learned about renewable and nonrenewable resources from 

last lesson 

Adaptive Dimension: 
• Students can work as a whole class in order to find renewable and nonrenewable resources 
• This can be further adapted and taken from the school to a whole community 
• This lesson may take longer than the given time, so it is very acceptable to designate a whole afternoon 

to exploring and creating further understanding 



Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Give students notice that they will be going outside 

o   Dress properly 
• Have a very thorough discussion with students about how they should behave in an activity outside 

o   Stay in the boundaries 
o   No fooling around 

• Print off a renewable and nonrenewable sheet for each students 

Set: 
 

• Explain that we will be going outside to further 
explore renewable and nonrenewable resources 

• Explain student expectations when working outside 
• Go through the worksheet to ensure that all 

students understand 
Development: 

• Students will then move outside collectively as a 
group 

• It is now the students turn to explore renewable and 
nonrenewable resources for themselves 

• They are to move around the playground and 
observe all of the renewable and nonrenewable 
resources they see around them. 

• As they see them, they can keep track in the 
worksheets provided 

• They can write what they see on their worksheets 
as well as draw pictures 

• Students can explore for the designated length of 
time or until they have found as many resources 
around them as they could 

Closure: 
• Students will then come together and go back into 

the classroom 
• A class discussion will take place as students share 

what they found around them 
• This will be added to the ongoing list of 

nonrenewable and renewable resources from last 
class 

• Students will hand in their completed worksheets 
• This lesson can then be extended and students can 

move from the playground, to the community 
• An afternoon can be spent walking around the 

community in order to identify the renewable and 
nonrenewable resources that students may find 
where they live. 

 

Classroom Engagement/ Classroom 
Management Strategies: 

• Thumbs up if you understand 
• Be very thorough and clear when giving 

instructions 
·       

 
 
 

• Be sure that all students know the 
boundaries and do not wander off 

• Scan the whole playground and know the 
location of students 

• Come to the teacher if you have any 
questions 

• When the whistle blows, meet at the 
doors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Give all student an opportunity to 
participate in discussion 

·       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·      

Assessment: 
·      Assessment will be done through observation as students are outside 
·      Students will hand in their worksheets to check for understanding 

	



	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Lesson Plan Three 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                              Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                      

Content: 
• In this lesson students will begin to explore the importance of 

sustainable management of the environment and how it 
impacts the future of Canada. This lesson will act as a 
foundation for proceeding lessons and will help the teacher 
gain an understanding of the knowledge students already have 
about this topic. 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Direct instruction through 

questioning 
• Interactive instruction through 

discussion 
• Experimental learning through 

observations 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.1- Explain the importance of sustainable management of the 

environment to Canada’s future. 

Indicators: 
a. b. Create an inventory of current non-

sustainable practices 
·      c. List the possible consequences of 

non-sustainable practices 

Cross Curricular Competencies: 
• Developing thinking 
• Developing identity and interdependence 
• Developing literacies 
• Developing social responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will bring their background knowledge about renewable and nonrenewable resources and 

then begin to build upon it 
• Students will also use their knowledge from previous lessons 
• Students will use their knowledge about non-sustainable practices that they have noticed outside of the 

classroom  

Adaptive Dimension: 
• This activity can go beyond non-sustainable resources, and allow students to explore many topics in an 

interactive, and engaging way. 

Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Have one piece of square paper for each student 
• Sticky notes 
• Have access to computers or tablets for each student 
• You may to book library time if students would like to explore other sources 

 

Set: 
 

• Before moving into this lesson, ensure that students have the 
proper knowledge about working with computers and internet 
safety. Students may also need to learn about access other 
resources such as books or adults outside of the classroom 
walls 

• The beginning of this lesson will allow students to use the 
tablets or computers in order to explore non-sustainable 
practices 

• A class list will be created and used in the development portion 

Classroom Engagement/ 
Classroom Management 
Strategies: 

• Circulate the area in which 
students are working to 
ensure they are working on 
the proper task 

• Prompt students with 
questions and provide any 
clarifications necessary 

 



of this lesson 
• Have students write the practices on a sticky note and post it 

on the board so all can see 
 
Development: 

• Students are now going to create a “fortune teller” based on 4 
non-sustainable practices 

• The example shown is with energy, but it is the same concept 
• There will just be numbers on the very outside of the fortune 

teller 
• Students will choose four sources and write it on the inside 

tabs 
• They will then research the consequences of these practices 

and write them on the very inside 
• Allow time for students to be creative, so this may take multiple 

class periods 
• Ensure that you clearly show how to build a fortune teller 

 
 
 

Closure: 
• Once students have completed their work, they can work with 

partners and learn about non-sustainable practices 
• Once everyone has had a chance to explore, the fortune tellers 

can be collected 

 
 

• Answer any questions that 
students may have 

·      
·      

• Ensure that all students are 
included 

Assessment: 
• Assessment will be done through observation as students work and create fortune tellers 
• They will also be assessed as they work with other students 
• The fortune tellers will be handed in to check for understanding 

 

	

	
	



 
 

Lesson Plan Four 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                              Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                      

Content: 
• Now that students have the knowledge about renewable 

and nonrenewable resources, they can explore how they 
impact Canada and can explore ways to promote 
sustainable practices 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Direct instruction through 

questioning 
• Interactive instruction through 

discussion and problem solving 
• Independent study through 

computer assisted instruction and 
research projects 

• Indirect instruction through inquiry 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.1- Explain the importance of sustainable management of the 

environment to Canada’s future. 

Indicators: 
·      d. Taking one resources as an example, 

illustrate how the resources use and the 
extraction process of the resource affects 
the environment. 

Cross Curricular Competencies: 
• Developing Thinking 
• Developing Identity and Interdependence 
• Developing Literacies 
• Developing Social Responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will use their knowledge that they have gained from the past few lessons 
• Students will also bring in the skills to research using computers, books, and resources outside the 

classroom 



Adaptive Dimension: 
• Rather than inquiring individually, students can discover as a whole class 

 

Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Ensure that students have access to computer or tablets 
• Book the library  
• Collect a variety of resources to display (rocks, branches, soil, etc.) 

Set: 
• Have a variety of examples of resources on display around 

the classroom 
o Soil, grass, branches, coal, etc.  
o Images of oil, etc. 

• Do not state the purpose of this lesson just allow the 
students to explore the resources 

• Prompt students with questions: 
o Is it renewable or nonrenewable? 
o What characteristics does it have? 
o Where do you see it? 
o Have you used this resource before? 
o How do you think others use this resource? 
o How do we get this resource? 

 
Development: 

• Allow students to choose one of these resources, or one 
that they know of to explore further 

• It is now their job to research the resource they chose: 
o How is this resource used? 
o Where is it found? 
o How is it extracted? 
o How does it affect the environment? 
o Any other information that they find and are 

interested in 
• It is now the students’ responsibility to chose how they 

would like to show that they have learned about their 
resource. Ex. 

o Brochure 
o Poster 
o Model 
o Paper 
o Picture 
o  

Closure: 
• As class approaches the end, walk around to each student 

and allow them to state the resource they chose, the way 
they would like to show what they have learned, and come 
up with a plan about how they will be evaluated 

• This lesson will extend over a long period of time, ensure 
that students have all the tools they need, and that you are 
there to guide them through the whole process 

 
 

Classroom Engagement/ Classroom 
Management Strategies: 

• Give students plenty of time to 
explore 

• Relate these resources to how 
students may use it in their lives to 
get them interested 

• Thumbs up if you understand 
• Be there to answer any questions 

·       



Assessment: 
• Assessment will be done through observation as students work 
• The teacher will assess each students project 
• Students will complete a self evaluation form so they have a say in their mark 

·     

	

	
	
	

	
	
 



Lesson Plan Five 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                              Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                      

Content: 
• As a class, students will explore what they can do in order to discover 

policies and actions that contribute to sustainability 
 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Direct instruction 

through 
questioning 

• Interactive 
instruction through 
discussion 

• Experimental 
learning through 
observations 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.1- Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to 

Canada’s future. 

Indicators: 
·      e. Give an example of 

policies and actions that 
contribute to sustainability. 

Cross Curricular Competencies: 
• Developing thinking 
• Developing Identity and Interdependnce 
• Developing literacies 
• Developing social responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will bring their background knowledge about renewable and nonrenewable resources and 

then begin to build upon it 

Adaptive Dimension: 
• Students will be creating a video, but they can also show what they have learned through another 

medium 

Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Have access to a computer and overhead 
• Have an ipad in order to video 
• Ensure students are able to run imovie or other materials needed 

Set: 
 

• Show students the following video: 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rrgpGo1Fw8 

• Once the video is complete,  
• Get students excited and explain that it is now their turn to make a video 

and make others aware 
Development: 

• As a class brainstorm policies that are in place that promote sustainability 
• Choose a policy and decide ways in which the students can promote 

sustainability 
• Move into how they could make a video to teach others about it 
• Come up with a game plan for the video 

o How will you make it? 
o Where will it be? 

Classroom Engagement/ 
Classroom Management 
Strategies: 

• Ensure that 
students are 
engaged in the 
video 

 
 

• Allow all students 
to share their views 
and opinions 

 



o Props? 
o Role of each student 

 
Closure: 

• Allow students plenty of time to create the video 
• Once the video is complete, it can be posted on the class blog for parents 

to see 

Assessment: 
• As students work, they will be evaluated based on how well they work with other classmates 
• Their final video will be used for assessment and to check for understanding 

 

	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	
	
	



Lesson Plan Seven 
 

Name: Miss Sonen                                              Date: 
Grade: Five                                                             Subject: Social Studies 

                                                                                                                      

Content: 
• Students will make promises about our environment in 

order to explore Canada’s future and the promises made in 
treaties, this can then be expanded into facts and data that 
support these predictions and promises 

Instructional Strategies: 
• Direct instruction through 

questioning 
• Interactive instruction through 

discussion 

Outcomes: 
·      RW5.2- Hypothesize about economic changes that Canada may 

experience in the future 

Indicators: 
·      e. Speculate upon how contrasting 

worldviews toward the natural 
environment may affect the use of 
resources  

Cross Curricular Competencies: 
• Developing thinking 
• Developing Identity and Interdependence 
• Developing literacies 
• Developing social responsibility 

Prerequisite Learning: 
• Students will know what a promise is 
• Students will also bring their knowledge about the  

Preparation: (Equipment/materials/set-up) 
• Have a leaf cut out for each student 
• Have branches to hang the leaves 

Set: 
• Have student gather in a circle 
• Ask them what a promise is 
• How can we make promises 
• What kind of promises do you make? 
• Can we make promises to the environment? 
• What kinds of promises can we make? 
• What happens if promises are broken? 

Development: 
• Now allow students to write the promises they wish to 

make to the environment on a leaf 
• Once they have completed that, they can hang their leaf on 

the class tree 
• Explain that it also represents the promises that were made 

in Treaties, but they weren’t kept 
• It is not a good thing if these promises are not kept (cut a 

leaf off the tree 
• We need to do our very best to keep our promises 
• If we don’t, there will be no more leaves on the tree 

Closure: 
• Display the tree in the classroom where students will be 

reminded of the promises that they made 
• Explain that the next lesson will move into what we need to 

do for our world so the promises that we made stay true 

Classroom Engagement/ Classroom 
Management Strategies: 

• Allow all students to answer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ensure that students are engaged 
throughout the whole lesson 

 



• Also explain that different people may make different 
promises to the environment and we will be learning more 
about it 

Assessment: 
• Assessment will be done through observation as students work 
• Pay close attention to answers students give and what they write on their leaves to check for 

understanding 
·       

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	


