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 Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

 I had the absolute pleasure of being the cooperating teacher for Shania Sonen during her internship in 

the fall of 2016. I knew from the moment that I met Shania prior to the beginning of her internship that 

she was going to be eager, easy to work with, and full of enthusiasm for her internship. My first 

impression did not disappoint me and I am confident that she has chosen the correct career for her 

future! 

As Shania’s internship began I was instantly impressed with her understanding of how important it is to 

build relationships. I found that she was very easy to communicate with both professionally and 

personally both with myself and many other colleagues that she was able to establish a relationship 

with. I often heard from other staff members say that Shania was so eager and a breath of fresh air. I 

had the privilege of working closely with her in my classroom and saw the result of her relationship 

building first hand. On the rare occasion that we had a different perspective we were able to easily 

communicate our concerns with each other and come to a consensus on how to best move forward. 

Shania valued the opinion of experienced teachers and sought support when needed, either from myself 

or other colleagues.  

Not only did Shania display an understanding of the importance of building relationships with colleagues 

she also understood how important it is to build relationships with her students. From the moment the 

children walked through the door Shania was present and made sure she was seen as their teacher and 

someone who they could depend on, no matter the circumstances. Shania was present before school 

started to greet the children every day and this was a key factor that dictated how each day progressed. 

The children knew she cared about them before everything else and in turn willingly engaged during 

lessons. I truly believe that having this understanding at the beginning of her career will pay dividends 

for years to come.  

Shania began teaching on the third day of school and continued to the last day of her internship. She 

eagerly chose to teach math for the duration while picking up all other classes as the term progressed.  I 

was continually impressed with her daily plans and how closely her plans connected with her long range 

plans. While she displayed a great understanding of how to develop long range and daily plans it was 

even more impressive to see how she was willing to adjust the plans for unexpected interruptions. 

Shania became more and more capable of adapting to the situation and never became frustrated when 

what she planned did not go as she had anticipated. The students were continuously engaged in the 

learning opportunities that were presented since Shania ensured that various approaches to learning 

were used on a daily basis. Whole group, small group, and individualized instruction were all used on a 



regular basis to meet the needs of the learners. As Shania became more and more confident in lesson 

development and curricular outcomes she was able to begin differentiating instruction to meet the 

needs of individual students. It was great to see Shania’s teaching ability progress in four short months 

and I am confident that she will continue to develop her abilities with the support of those around her.  

Shania became involved in extra-curricular activities during her internship by coaching volleyball, being a 

teacher advisor for student leadership, and helping with the school choir. She eagerly engaged in many 

activities that supported Shaunavon Public School’s culture. Even in the short amount of time that she 

part of the school she became a very visible member of the staff that many students would gravitate 

towards because of her welcoming smile and enthusiastic personality.  

Regardless of who I spoke with, staff members, administration, students, or parents, everyone felt the 

same about Shania. She has chosen the correct career path and is going to excel in her future. Her 

enthusiasm, willingness to listen, seek support when necessary, and develop meaningful relationships 

are going to allow her to have a very successful career.  

It was my absolute pleasure to work with Shania during her internship and I look forward to hearing of 

her future teaching opportunities. While I think she is well suited to early elementary education, I have 

no doubt that she would be very successful in any elementary situation or in working with people with 

special needs. If you have further questions or would like to discuss her suitability for a future position 

please do not hesitate to contact me by email or phone.  

 

Sincerely,  

Trisha Stenson 

Internship Co-operating Teacher 

Shaunavon Public School 


